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Detailed Action 

Claims 1-20 are pending in this Office Action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent No. 5,848,243 by Kulkarni et al in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,295,527 by 
McCormack et al. 

Regarding claim 1, 

The Kulkarni reference teaches a method of providing information related to one 
or more networks (Kulkarni: col. 2, lines 1-7), the method comprising steps of: 

receiving information (Kulkarni: col. 2, lines 62-col. 3, line 5; filter by view; 
Figure 4A-4C; col. 3, lines 42-47; Figure 2); 

retrieving network device information based on said information (Kulkarni: col. 3, 
lines 42-60), said network device information being related to one or more network 
devices in said one or more networks (Kulkarni: col. 2, lines 12-27); and 

creating a visual representation of said network device information, said visual 
representation including one or more network segments (Kulkarni: col. 2, lines 12-27; 
col. 3, lines 42-47). 

The Kulkarni reference does not explicitly state selecting a filter but it is 
inherently performed (Kulkarni: col. 6, lines 20-27; Figures 4a-4c and Figure 2... Alarms 
Sorted by). 

The McCormack reference teaches at least one selected filter (McCormack: col. 4, 
lines 62- col. 5, line 9; Figure 4A). 
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The McCormack reference further teaches it is desirable to have a network 
information collection system that dynamically and in response to requests can determine 
current membership of devices (McCormack: col. 2, lines 59-62). 

Therefore it would have been obvious at the time of the invention to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to create the thod of providing information related to one or more 
networks as taught by Kulkarni while employing selecting a filter as taught by 
McCormack in order to dynamically and in response to requests have a network 
information collection system that can determine current membership of devices 
(McCormack: col. 2, lines 59-62). 

Claims 2-13 are rejected under the same rationale given above. In the rejections 
set fourth, the examiner will address the additional limitations and point to the relevant 
teachings of McCormack et al and Kulkarni. 

Regarding claim 2, the method of claim 1, wherein said step of retrieving information 
further comprises retrieving network segment information for each of said one or more 
network devices (Kulkarni: col. 4, lines 15-34; child and parent), said network segment 
information being associated with said one or more segments in said visual representation 
(Kulkarni: col. 4, lines 63-67; subnetwork; col. 6, table 1 view-subnetwork). 

Regarding claim 3, the method of claim 2, wherein said step of creating further comprises 
a step of creating said visual representation based on said retrieved network segment 
information (Kulkarni: col. 6, table 1; col. 4, lines 63-67). 

Regarding claim 4, the method of claim 3, wherein said network segment information 
includes information related to said one or more segments, and said step of creating 
further comprises creating said visual representation whereby said visual representation is 
divided into said one or more segments (Kulkarni: col. 6, table 1; col. 4, lines 63-67; view 
just by subnetwork). 
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Regarding claim 5, the method of claim 4, wherein said step of creating further comprises 
a step of creating said visual representation whereby said visual representation is 
viewable on a single display page (Kulkarni: col. 6, lines 54-64; Figures 6A-6C). 

Regarding claim 6, the method of claim 4, wherein said step of creating further comprises 
a step of creating said visual representation whereby said visual representation includes 
an indicia indicating a division between each of said one or more segments (Kulkarni: 
col. 6, lines 54-64; 2 different subnets; Figure 6A). 

Regarding claim 7, the method of claim 4, wherein said step of creating further comprises 
a step of creating said visual representation whereby said visual representation illustrates 
connectivity of said one or more network devices (Kulkarni: col. 2, lines 62- col. 3, line 
5). 

Regarding claim 8, the method of claim 4, wherein said step of creating further comprises 
a step of creating said visual representation whereby said visual representation illustrates 
connectivity of said one or more segments (Kulkarni: col. 2, lines 62- col. 3, line 5; col. 
6, lines 54-64; 2 different subnets; Figure 6A). 

Regarding claim 9, the method of claim 1, wherein said step of retrieving network device 
information further comprises a step of retrieving said network device information from a 
database (Kulkarni: col. 3, lines 33-54). 

Regarding claim 10, the method of claim 1, wherein said step of receiving filter 
information further comprises a step of receiving said filter information whereby said 
filter information includes at least one node type (Kulkarni: col. 3, lines 61-65; col. 6, 
table 1, lines 27-29; TopoType; McCormack: col. 5, lines 10-19; col. 8, lines 29-50; 
Filter type). 
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Regarding claim 1 1 , the method of claim 10, wherein said step of receiving filter 
information further comprises a step of receiving said filter information whereby said 
filter information includes at least one node attribute (Kulkarni: col. 2, lines 12-27; node 
attributes; col. 4, lines 6-40; McCormack: col. 8, lines 29-58). 

Regarding claim 12, the method of claim 1 1, wherein said at least one node attribute 
includes node status (Kulkarni: col. 4, lines 6-40; McCormack: col. 1, lines 21-65), and 
said step of receiving filter information further comprises a step of receiving said filter 
information whereby said filter information includes at least one status level (Kulkarni: 
col. 4, lines 6-40; status as child or parent; the level is child or parent; McCormack: col. 
1, lines 21-65). 

Regarding claim 13, the method of claim 1, further comprising a step of displaying said 
visual representation (Kalkarni: col. 3, lines 42-47; col. 2, lines 12-27). 

Regarding claim 14, a network management node connected to one or more networks 
(Kulkarni: col. 3, lines 6-10), said network management node comprising: 

a plurality of modules stored on a computer readable medium (Kulkarni: col. 3, 
lines 11-41); and 

a database storing information related to a plurality of network devices in said one 
or more networks (Kulkarni: col. 3, lines 33-60), wherein said plurality of modules are 
operable to receive information (Kulkarni: col. 2, lines 62-col 3, line 5; filter by view; 
Figure 4A-4C; col. 3, lines 42-47; Figure 2); retrieve network device information based 
on said information from said database (Kulkarni: col. 3, lines 42-60); and create a visual 
representation of said network device information (Kulkarni: col. 2, lines 12-27; col. 3, 
lines 42-47), said visual representation including one or more network segments 
(Kulkarni: col. 6, lines 54-64; 2 different subnets; Figure 6A). 
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The Kulkarni reference does not explicitly state selecting a filter but it is 
inherently performed (Kulkarni: col. 6, lines 20-27; Figures 4a-4c and Figure 2... Alarms 
Sorted by). 

The McCormack reference teaches at least one selected filter (McCormack: col. 4, 
lines 62- col. 5, line 9; Figure 4A). 

The McCormack reference further teaches it is desirable to have a network 
information collection system that dynamically and in response to requests can determine 
current membership of devices (McCormack: col. 2, lines 59-62). 

Therefore it would have been obvious at the time of the invention to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to create the thod of providing information related to one or more 
networks as taught by Kulkarni while employing selecting a filter as taught by 
McCormack in order to dynamically and in response to requests have a network 
information collection system that can determine current membership of devices 
(McCormack: col. 2, lines 59-62). 

Claims 15-16 are rejected under the same rationale given above. In the rejections 
set fourth, the examiner will address the additional limitations and point to the relevant 
teachings of McCormack et al and Kulkarni. 

Regarding claim 15, the network management node of claim 14, further comprising a 
display operable to display said visual representation on a single display page (Kulkarni: 
col. 6, lines 54-64; Figures 6A-6C). 

Regarding claim 16, the network management node of claim 14, further comprising a 
network interface operable to transmit said visual representation over the Internet 
(Kulkarni: col. 2, lines 12-27; Figure 1). 

Regarding claim 17, a computer readable medium on which is embedded a program 
(Kulkarni: col. 3, lines 39-41), the program performing a method for providing 
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information related to one or more networks (Kulkarni: col. 2, lines 1-7), the method 
comprising steps of: 

receiving information (Kulkarni: col. 2, lines 62-col. 3, line 5; filter by view; 
Figure 4A-4C; col. 3, lines 42-47; Figure 2); 

retrieving network device information based on said information (Kulkarni: col. 3, 
lines 42-60), said network device information being related to one or more network 
devices in said one or more networks (Kulkarni: col. 2, lines 12-27); and 

creating a visual representation of said network device information (Kulkarni: col. 
2, lines 12-27; col. 3, lines 42-47), said visual representation including one or more 
network segments (Kulkarni: col. 6, lines 54-64; 2 different subnets; Figure 6A). 

The Kulkarni reference does not explicitly state selecting a filter but it is 
inherently performed (Kulkarni: col. 6, lines 20-27; Figures 4a-4c and Figure 2. . . Alarms 
Sorted by). 

The McCormack reference teaches at least one selected filter (McCormack: col. 4, 
lines 62- col. 5, line 9; Figure 4A). 

The McCormack reference further teaches it is desirable to have a network 
information collection system that dynamically and in response to requests can determine 
current membership of devices (McCormack: col. 2, lines 59-62). 

Therefore it would have been obvious at the time of the invention to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to create the thod of providing information related to one or more 
networks as taught by Kulkarni while employing selecting a filter as taught by 
McCormack in order to dynamically and in response to requests have a network 
information collection system that can determine current membership of devices 
(McCormack: col. 2, lines 59-62). 

Claims 18-20 are rejected under the same rationale given above. In the rejections 
set fourth, the examiner will address the additional limitations and point to the relevant 
teachings of McCormack et al and Kulkarni. 
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Regarding claim 18, the computer readable medium of claim 17, wherein said filter 
information includes at least one node type (Kulkarni: col. 3, lines 61-65; col. 6, table 1, 
lines 27-29; TopoType; McCormack: col. 5, lines 10-19; col. 8, lines 29-50; Filter type). 

Regarding claim 19, the computer readable medium of claim 18, wherein said filter 
information includes node status, and at least one status level (Kulkarni: col. 4, lines 6- 
40; status as child or parent; the level is child or parent; McCormack: col. 1, lines 21-65). 

Regarding claim 20, the computer readable medium of claim 17, wherein said visual 
representation includes said one or more segments displayed on a single display page 
(Kulkarni: col. 6, lines 54-64; Figures 6A-6C). 

Prior Art 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: 

U. S. Patent No. 5,958,012 issued to Battat et al is another network administration 
system for networks providing visualization. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Benjamin R Bruckart whose telephone number is (703) 
305-0324 until 10/27/2004 and 571-272-3982 after. The examiner can normally be 
reached on 8:00-5:30 PM with every other Friday off 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hosain Alam can be reached on (703) 308-6662 until 10/27/2004 and 571- 
272-3978 after. The fax phone numbers for the organization where this application or 
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proceeding is assigned are (703) 872-9306 for regular communications and After Final 
communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 

proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305- 

0324 until 10/27/2004 and 571-272-3982 after. 

Benjamin R Bruckart 

Examiner 

Art Unit 2155 



brb 

October 22, 2004 




SUPERS 




